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Modular Production  Archaeology

ABSTRACT: Modular production refers to a production mode in which components of an object are

made separately and then assembled. Pottery figurine heads of the Queen Mother of the West as well as ladies
posed listening, dancing, and lifting pots unearthed from early Eastern Han tomb No. 47 at Maituo in Wushan,

Chonggqing were made from the same model. The torsos and legs of the two warrior and tomb guardian figurines

were also made from the same model, respectively. All constitute typical products of modular production.
Archaeological evidence demonstrates that the modular production mode was not only applied to the manufacture
of funerary objects such as figurines and minggi models, but also that of various quotidian objects, including

chariots, bronze utensils, weapons and lacquerware, etc. It was widely used both in the official and private
Traditional industries, reflecting the maturity of “classic modular production” during the Han Dynasty and
heralding modular production in modern Chinese industry. Modular production provides a perspective from

which to view production organization and social production modes of the Han Dynasty Traditional industry.
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